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If a Coin fo 
4 Whuld Throughout the Whrld 


O America, America, stretching between the two great seas, 
in whose heart flows the rich blood of many nations, into whose 
mountain safes God has put riches of fabulous amount, in whose 
plains the Almighty has planted the magic genius that blossoms 
into harvests with which to feed the hungry mulitudes of earth, 
nursed by Puritan and Pilgrim, defended by patriot and missionary, 
guided by the pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, sanctified 
by a faith as pure as looks up to heaven from any land; O America, 
let thy Master make thee a savior of the nations; let thy God flood 
thee with a resistless passion for conquest; let thy Father lead 
thee over mountains and seas, through fire and flood, through 
sickness and pain, out to that great hour when all men shall hear 
the call of Christ, and the last lonely soul shall see the uplifted 
cross, and the whole round world be bound back to the heart of God! 


—From The Call of the World, dy Wm. E. Doughty 
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The Price To Pay 


The price one has to pay for spiritual power is 
high, and very few are willing to meet it. To 
those who pay the price the reward has no 
earthly counterpart for it reaches out into the 
on where the values are those of eternity 
itself. 


Spiritual power comes solely through com- 
plete surrender to the will of God, a surrender 
which means the successful saying of no to self 
and yes to the Holy Spirit. 


Saying no to self is the most difficult thing 
a man ever does, for while he may deny himself 
in one realm he is often blind to his own self 
indulgence in another. A back turned on the 
sins of the flesh may but hide from public view 
a heart filled with intellectual conceit or pride 
of accomplishment. A genuine humility may 
be marred by personal habits never brought 
under the control of the living Christ. 


So few are the men who have paid the price 
of spiritual power that when one appears we 
are inclined to look elsewhere for the expla- 
nation. Almost a century after Dwight L. Moody 
we still marvel that God could use so mightily 
a man with such limited abilities. But Moody 
heard the remark that the world had yet to see 
what God could do with a man completely 
surrendered to Him and responded with: “By 
God’s grace I will be that man.” 


The world’s greatest need today is a few who 
are willing to pay the price. ‘The Church des- 
perately needs such men. The trouble is not 
in God’s failure to provide but in our unwilling- 
ness to receive. Within most of us there is a 
strange reluctance to make a complete surrender. 
There are mental reservations. Or there are 
personal attitudes, convictions, habits, questions 
which we feel that we must reserve for our own 
decision and disposition, and in that reservation 
there is lost the opportunity to receive from an 
anxious and loving Father the fullness of His 
blessing. | 
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This is not a subject on. which we can _ point 
the finger at someone else. It is a matter be- 
tween us and our God. There is never a time 
when He does not long to fill His own with 
the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. It 
is our sinful, selfish and foolish selves which 
reject His offer because we think it will cost 
too much. Some day we will look back and 
realize what a tremendous price we have paid 
because of partial obedience. 


But even now God’s offer remains. One 
such in our own church could bring about a 
revival. 

Dare any of us pay the price? | 

| L.N.B. 


The Religions of Men 
or 


The Revelation of God 
in Christ JesusP 


Near the beginning of the summer I was told 
of a young peoples’ conference of another de- 
nomination at which a Jewish rabbi was to be 
one of the leaders so that the young people 
might learn their way of worshipping. ‘The 
question that came to mind was this, Would 
a Buddhist monk soon be invited so that the 
young people might also learn Buddhist doc 
trine? Perhaps the answer came sooner than 
expected. The AP has carried the picture and 
story of a young lady from California who 
learned the Buddhist way in a university there, 
gave up her family, her fiance and her hair 
in order to become “Buddha’s slave.’’ Also in 
an August daily from a prominent Carolina 
city there is a picture of California Buddhist 
worship at the head of the list of Church wor 
ship services for the following day. Then one 
might also consider the expensive volume on 
the World’s Great Religions. This and such 
other books as Re-thinking Missions and many 
studies on the history of religions are written 
on the assumption that all religions are equally 
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true (and a false) being merely man’s 
sundry stumbling efforts to climb the one moun- 
tain of religion. All rest on a common denomi- 
nator and all are man’s dreams or ideals as 
they focus on the cosmic screen. Each is to 
be corrected by the others that one may attain 
unto the New Testament of every existing re- 
ligion. 


Now all this is poles apart from the biblical 


conception of God’s revelation of Himself in 
the law and prophets culminating in Jesus — 


Christ. Even Judaism of the first century real- 
ized that it had the revelation of God and con- 
sequently it was to teach and preach this revela- 


tion. —The worship in which Jesus was reared 


was fundamentally the reading and exposition 
of the Word of God with psalms and prayers 
drawn from the same source. In the light of 
the Resurrection of Christ the primitive disciples 
realized that God had fulfilled his promises 
to visit and redeem his people. The Apostle 
Paul who had been a violent persecutor of 
the Church was changed by an encounter with 
the Risen Lord and wrote that the veil is upon 
the face of the Jew (as it had been upon him) 
until he turns to Christ. In the light of Jesus 
Christ Paul re-read and understood the Old 
Testament as well as the Gospel. 


The God of all grace has revealed Himself 
in Jesus Christ. This revelation is final and 


complete. It is not a case of man’s feeling after 


God, but of God’s revelation of Himself to 
man. Our understanding and appropriation of 
this revelation is by no means complete or final, 
and our response to it leaves much to be de- 
sired. As far as one can isolate our human 
understandings and reactions from the Divine 
revelation it is proper to compare our human 
fumblings with those of adherents of other 
religions. But as far as Christianity is God’s 
revelation — His mighty saving acts in Jesus 
Christ — it is unique and incomparable. The 
young people in the Churches of Jesus Christ 
belong to Him and it is not loyalty to Him 
for His Church to bring in programs or speakers 
that may result in one of the lambs of His flock 
becoming a slave of Buddha or a member of 
the synagogue. In the American scene there 
are many religions, and in our Civic contacts 
each of these is to be respected. But in the 
Church Jesus Christ alone is to be Lord and 
only those who own Him are properly used to 
lead the youth of the flock. 


Deliverance 


“To preach deliverance to the captives” 
Luke 4:18 


Deliverance is what captives want. How 


happy is the man who gets out of captivity. 
_ Just lately the papers have been full of accounts 


of United States airmen getting kidnapped or 
captured by Cubans and Russians, and others. 
Some of our soldiers still remain captives in 
Red China. 


As bad as all this is, there is something far 
worse. Whosoever commits sin is the slave of 
sin, said Jesus, and our country, and every 
country, is full of slaves. Who is able to set 
them free? Only One, the One who conquered 
sin and Satan, our Lord Jesus Christ: If the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

The Gospel is “Good News” for all these 
captives. Christ can set us free! Free from the 
penalty of sin, which is death; free from pollu- 
tion of sin, for His blood cleanses from all sin; 
free from the power of sin, for sin shall not 
have dominion over you. Salvation means free- 
dom. We are free from sin; free to grow and 
develop; free to enjoy all the blessings of the 
Gospel. 


To fully understand all that this means we 
have to look into the lives of men who have 
been down in the depth of sin and shame. 
These men all tell, with shouts of praise, the 
same glad story. They sing the praises of Him 
who is able to deliver. Read a book like 
‘“Twice-born Men” by Harold Begbie, or the 
lives of many of God’s greatest saints and you 
will see how wonderful is the deliverance of 
captives. Let Bunyan tell in his “Grace Abound- 
ing” or “Pilgrim’s Progress’ the story of Redeem- 
ing Love. These men love to sing of their Re- 
deemer. 


In order to set the captives free, He had to 
die. He had to pay the price. This He did 
on the cross. Not only are we made rich, but 
we are set free. 


What a privilege to be able to preach deliver- 
ance to the captives. To tell men and women 
who are slaves, that they can be free. The 


_glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ is the best 


Emancipation Proclamation ever seen or heard 


or read. 
—J.K.P. 
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REV. HENRY B. DENDY, DD. 


A Rare Vacation 
“While the cat’s away the mice will play” 


Dr. and Mrs. Dendy left Weaverville Tues- 
day, August 26, for Waterford, Conn., for a ten- 
day vacation, visiting their son, Prof. James S. 
Dendy and family. This is the first vacation 
Dr. Dendy has taken since 1936. For 22 years 
without a let up!, not that it was denied him, 
but simply because he was too absorbed and 
infatuated with his work to want anything else. 
Dr. Dendy has been pastor of the Weaverville 
Presbyterian Church 36 years, during which time 
the present plant, occupying the whole block 
on Alabama street, consisting of the main 


Sanctuary, the Sunday school building, Fellow- | 


ship building and Manse, has been built, all 
of native stone. This property could not be 
reproduced at present values for less than 
$225,000.00. Membership of the church, begin- 
ning with a small group, has grown to 420. 
Four missionaries have gone out from the con- 
gregation to the foreign field, and five young 
men into the ministry. The church gives more 
to benevolences than it does for current expenses. 


Seventeen years ago in the launching of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal upon its history 
making course, Dr. L. Nelson Bell persuaded 
Dr. Dendy to become the Editor-in-Chief, to 
which he consented provided he did not have 
to relinquish his pastorate in the Weaverville 
church. This double task required not only 
a rugged faith, courage and devotion, but a 
sound body and rare physical strength. All 
this God supplied to the pastor-editor, and the 
Journal has grown to be a recognized power in 
the safeguarding of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in its loyalty to the inspired Word of 
God. 
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Now, Journal Readers, I am likely to get in 
trouble writing this for publication; but in order 
for our editor to have the brief vacation, one 
issue (this one) of the Journal must go to press 
without his supervision. He handles every de- 
tail of every issue, except setting the type. The 
paper is printed in Asheville by the Biltmore 
Press. So it falls to my lot to edit this number 
in his absence. ‘That picture of our Editor-in- 
Chief would never get into the Journal if he 
were here. Only by getting him 800 miles away 
is its insertion made possible, and I think it 
is due you devoted subscribers to have it. It 
may cost me my job, but I’ll still be glad the 
picture is in the record. I have been here five 
and a half years and can say without hesitation 
that Dr. Dendy is the most beloved man in 
this community; not only in his church, but 
there are countless ministries he has performed 
to individuals and families of Buncombe county; 
including the colored people who come to him 
for counsel and spiritual guidance, which he 
freely gives, (recently conducting a funeral for 
them when the colored pastor was absent) . How 
he manages to make almost daily visits to the 
hospitals in Asheville, visiting in the homes, con- 


ducting funerals and marriages, doing errands 


in the city for shut-ins, etc., etc., in addition 
to the daily details of the regular task, is beyond 
my comprehension — and everybody else’s. 


A few weeks ago in the village barber shop, 
where Dr. Dendy had gotten a haircut and, 
after greeting the others who were waiting their 
turn, had departed, a man in overalls jumped 
up from his seat and exclaimed, “Gentlemen, 
they ain’t nothin’ that man wouldn’t do for 
nobody!” It was just a homespun expression 
of the regard in which this servant of God is 
held by the people of a community to which 
and to whom he has devoted the best part of 
his life. 

—W.CSS. 


The Destroyer 


Many years ago we heard Dr. R. A. Torrey 
give an address which was later published as a 
booklet: “Seven Reasons Why God Used D. L. 
Moody”. One of these reasons was Mr. Moody's 
humility. 


In the course of his remarks Dr. Torrey said: 
“I have known many promising young ministers 
to whom God had given great talents and great 
opportunities only later to lay them aside be- 
cause of pride.” 


While the minister is peculiarly tempted to 
pride because of his position and the foolish 
attitude of many of his parishioners, some of 
whom would go into weekly ecstasies if he re- 
peated “Three Blind Mice’ backwards, none- 
theless all Christians face the same temptation— 
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to think of themselves more highly than they 
ought to think—and in succumbing lose favor 
with God and usefulness in the work of [lis 


Kingdom. 


Conceit is an unlovely thing, and, in God’s 


sight, a great sin. It carries with it the terrible 


judgment of God, an open resistance on His 
part which spells defeat for the one affected. 
Probably nothing detracts more from one’s use- 
fulness than the posturing of intellect, person- 
ality or personal attractiveness, for in parading 
these things the victim displays a shallowness 
of heart and a loss of the perspective values of 
life which is both pathetic and ridiculous. 


The Bible constantly warns against the sin of 
pride. Jeremiah warned of it in these words: 
“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory 
in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory 
in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord which exercise loving kind- 
ness, judgment and righteousness, in the earth: 
for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.” 
Jer. 9:23-24. 


Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians of 
the supremacy of God and His ways in all 
things, says: “That, according as it is written, 
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” I 
Cor. 1:31. And later in the same letter he 
writes: “For who maketh thee to differ from 
another? and what hast thou that thou didst 
not receive? now tf thou didst receive it, why 
dost thou glory, as tf thou hadst not received 
it?” I Cor. 4-7. 


It is man’s chief end to glorify God. God 
has said His glory will he not share with an- 
other. When we seek glory for ourselves the 
end is not glory but shame and we stand naked 
in the burning light of God’s disfavor and 
judgment. 


We are commanded to humble ourselves un- 
der the mighty hand of God and to the humble 
is promised the gift of God’s grace. At the same 
time we are told that God resisteth the proud. 
How well we should know that to so stand in 
God’s disfavor is fatal. | 


Christians, all Christians, should shun pride 
like the Devil himself, for pride destroys. 


L.N.B. 


Loyalty 


This thing called Loyalty, is it understood 
or misunderstood? Is it used or abused? We 
are exhorted to be loyal to all kinds of things 
and to many organizations. Our schools claim 
our loyalty and the concerns for which we work 
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demand it. Our families, our civic clubs, our 
Churches and Sunday Schools, our friends — all 
these and many more, speak of loyalty and 
inculcate it in their codes of human relation- 


ships. 


Politicians use Party Loyalty to herd us into 
great voting groups and thereby cover up the 
flaws in platforms and candidates. Kings and 
rulers of nations have from time immemorial 
used Patriotism, which is just another name for 
Loyalty to Country, with which to inflame their 
subjects and cause them to go to war against 
other peoples and to die with smiles on their 
faces for causes sometimes worthy, sometimes 
unworthy. 

In all this complex maze of loyalties then, 
some petty, some grand, some pure, some foul, 
it is imperative that Christians remember this 
paramount, unequivocal fact — There is one 


great, overarching Loyalty beside which all the 


others are dwarfed. That is our Loyalty to 
God, our Creator, to whom we owe first alle- 
giance above all. Jesus Christ bought that 


Loyalty and paid for it with His blood and 


if we are true to Him then all the other loyalties 


of this life will take care of themselves. 
—R.LeC. 


The Broken-Hearted 


“He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted.” 


Luke 4:18 
This was part of Jesus’ program which He 


proclaimed in His sermon at Nazareth. ‘The 


world is full of broken-hearted people. Just 
since I have been sick we have had so many in 


our congregation: a broken-hearted wife who 


mourns for her devoted husband; a_broken- 
hearted mother who grieves over her son killed 
on a motorcycle; two broken-hearted families 
who have lost father and mother. 


We go to our hospitals and see many with 
broken bodies, either by disease or accident. 
You do not have to go to the hospital to find 
the broken-hearted: they are everywhere; in 
our homes, in places of business, in places of 
amusement, walking or riding by our side. Doc- 
tors can patch up our broken bodies, perhaps, 
or relieve our suffering or cure our disease. But 
where is the doctor who can heal the broken 
heart? There is only One Who can do this: 

The Great Physician now is near; 
The sympathizing Jesus; 

He stoops the drooping heart to cheer; 
O hear the voice of Jesus. 

Sweetest note in seraph song, 

Sweetest name on mortal tongue, 

Sweetest carol ever sung; 
Jesus, Blessed Jesus. 

Have you brought your broken heart to 
Jesus? He will heal it, and give you Peace and 


Hope and Joy. 
—J.K.P. 
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Century Evolution 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


This is one of the messages delivered at Weaverville, N. C., on August 20, 1958, on the program of 
the Conference on Reformed Theological Thought, sponsored by The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
Other addresses delivered on the same date will be printed in future issues of the Journal.—Editors. 


I. The Historical Background 


The theory of Evolution, as initiated by the 
publication of Charles Darwin’s Origin of 
Species, has had a profound impact on the for- 
tunes of Christianity; and since next year, 1959, 
is the centenary of that publication, it is appro- 
priate for us at this time to audit our books 
and evaluate the contemporary situation. 


Darwin on the voyage of the Beagle had 
noticed the similarities and the differences be- 
tween the foxes on the mainland and the foxes 
on a distant island. They were so similar that 


a genetic relationship could not be denied, but | 


they were also so different that they constituted 
a new species. From this and similar observa- 
tions Darwin concluded that these species could 
not be explained by special creation but must 
have evolved from common ancestors. 


The idea of evolution was then applied to 
man. Homo sapiens could not be regarded as 
a special creation, but must have evolved from 
some lower form of life. Such attraction did 
the idea of evolution exert on the minds of 
scholars that they soon extended it to the astro- 
nomical cosmos on the one hand and on the 
other to sociological and historical phenomena. 
Thus there arose evolutionary accounts of re- 
ligion and the history of the Hebrews. 


At many points the conflict with Christianity 
was obvious. The evolution of religion from 
animism or fetishism and the history of the 
Hebrews that makes monotheism a very late 
development entirely contradict the Bible and 
makes special revelation impossible. Within bi- 
ology the assertion that man has evolved from 
lower species conflicts with the Biblical account 
of the creation of Adam and especially of Eve. 


Cosmic evolution was made to rule out the 
existence of God altogether. For example, Cor- 
liss Lamont (Humanism as a Philosophy, p. 102) 
says, “Biology has conclusively shown that man 
and all other forms of life were the result, not 
of a supernatural act of creation by God, but 
of an infinitely long process of evolution... 
which started with the lowly amoeba and those 
even simpler things marking the transition from 
inanimate matter to life. . . . Mind, in short, 
appeared at the present apex of the evolutionary 
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process and not at the beginning.” Since, fur. 
ther, these ideas became immensely popular, 
orthodox Christianity was faced with a conflict 
of major proportions. 


II. The First Reactions. 


Faced with this attack on the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, with this denial of creation, and 
in some instances faced with a blatant atheism, 
the Christians reacted vigorously. That their 
reaction was not always wise is hardly surprising. 
In many disputes first reactions often miss the 
point. For ages, from Aristotle in antiquity 
to Linnaeus in the eighteenth century, the sci- 


entists had taught the fixity of existing species. 


The Christians trusted the scientists and care- 
lessly assumed that the existing species were 
the several kinds which God originally created. 
They did not consider the possibility that the 
kinds of Genesis might be what modern biol- 
ogists call families or even orders. Thus they 
failed to recognize that the existing species 
are many more in number than the special 
acts of creation listed in the first chapter of 
Genesis. Indeed the special acts of creation are 
fewer than the contemporary status of biology 
seems to require; but more of this later. 


Because then the Christians were trapped into 


_ defending Linnaeus rather than the Bible, they 


often made regrettable blunders. And as is usual 
in free-for-all altercations the opponents publi- 
cize one’s blunders in order to distract .atten- 
tion from whatever is of worth. Considerable 
time has passed by now—a full century—and 
there may be some interest in observing what 
remains on the field of battle. 


III. The Present Situation 


For a great many people, however, there is 
no point in viewing the scene of battle, if such 
a viewing is supposed to show some remaining 
balance between the two forces. The popular 
opinion is that evolution won a sweeping victory 
and the Bible was decisively defeated. 


“Since Darwin's day,” says Richard Swan Lull, 
Professor of Paleontology at Yale University 
(Organic Evolution, p. 15; 1947) — “Since Dar- 
win’s day evolution has been more and more 
generally accepted, until now in the minds of 
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informed thinking men there is no doubt that 
it is the only logical way whereby the creation 
(i.e. biology) can be interpreted and under- 


stood.” 


William Howells of the University of Wis- 
consin (Mankind So Far, p. 5, 1944) says, “The 
‘theory of evolution’ is an overworked term, 
in its popular usage, and unfortunate besides, 
because it implies that, after all, there may be 
something dubious about it. Evolution is a 
fact, like digestion. . . . The phrase [theory of 
evolution] is doubtless the expression of a die- 
hard prejudice.” | | 


However, this is not the whole story. Even 
those who insist that evolution is a fact beyond 
doubt betray certain hesitancies. Howells him- 
self admits that “there is also the mystery of 
how and why evolution takes place at all... . 
Nor is it known just why evolution occurs or 
exactly what guides its steps.” Professor Lull 
also admits, “We are not so sure, however, as 
to the modus operandi.” And J. Arthur Thom- 
son makes an astounding statement: 


“Many of the genealogical trees which 


_ Haeckel was so fond of drawing have fallen 


to pieces. Who can say anything, except in a 
general way, regarding the ancestry of birds or 
even Vertebrates? The Origin of Species was 
published in 1859, but who today has attained 
clearness in regard to the origin of any single 
species?” 


Even Dobzhansky, who, in opposition to 
Thomson, would claim that he has attained 
clarity in regard to the origin of many species, 
admits, with respect to the human species, that 
“we have only the most fragmentary informa- 
tion concerning the stages through which the 
process has passed” (Evolution, Genetics, and 
Man, p. 319, 1955). 


If thus Dobzhansky admits less than ‘Thomson, 
Howells is even more dogmatic than Dobzhan- 
sky, for Howells asserts that the human line 
can in fact be traced back to the fishes 


(op. cit. p. 5). 

Here then are various claims and admissions. 
What is their significance? Perhaps after all 
there is some reason for reviewing the debris 
of battle. 


IV. Significance of Concessions. 
An attempt to evaluate such concessions as 


these may begin with some more material from 


J. Arthur Thompson. Professor Thompson is 
a convinced evolutionist. In his volume Con- 
cerning Evolution (pp. 44-48) he treats very 
seriously the idea that life originated from non- 
living matter. He even suggests that this process 
ils still going on. We may believe it is still 
going on because we are not sure that it is 
not going on. But if perchance life is not now 


SEPTEMBER 10, 1958 


originating from inanimate matter, perhaps 
the sun’s rays and the earth’s atmosphere were 
quite different long ago and produced results 
then which they cannot produce now. 


Dobzhansky also, as well as Thomson, seems 
to accept the notion that life originated from 
non-living matter. He admits at first that this 
is only a conjecture, and that it is highly im- 
probable; but then he concludes that “a highly 
improbable event may, however, take place 
somewhere in the universe. Such a ‘lucky hit’ 
happened to occur on a small planet, earth” 
(op. cit. p. 19). Thus he states the spontaneous 
generation of life as a fact. 


In anticipation of the discussion of the phil- 
osophy of science that is to follow, something 
needs to be said here with respect to the origin 
of life from non-living matter. Is there any 
evidence of this? Is there sufficient evidence 
to assert point blank that it happened? It is a 
mere tautology to say that :f certain conditions 
obtained in the past, certain effects could have 
occurred. But the important question is not: 
Could such and such have happened, if the con- 
ditions were right? The important question is: 
Were the conditions right and did such and such 
things actually happen? 


Now, if the evolutionist must be so dogmatic 
on the origin of life, how can he afford to re- 
pudiate Haeckel’s genealogical trees or admit 
doubt as to the origin of species? 


The explanation, as Thomson gives it, is as 
follows: “Uncertainty in regard to the factors 
cannot be said to affect the validity of the 
modal concept of evolution, and it is entirely 
unfair to use confessions of ignorance in regard 
to the factors as if they implied doubt in regard 
to the fact. ... There is not the slightest reason 
for jettisoning the modal formula because we 
are still very ignorant in regard to the detailed 
steps and factors in the process” (Op. cit. p.100) . 


Similarly Professor Lull, after admitting that 
“We are not so sure, however, as to the modus 
operandi,” adds immediately “but we may rest 
assured that the process has been in accordance 
with great natural laws, some of which are as 
yet unknown, perhaps unknowable” (Organic 
Evolution, p. 15). 


V. A Lesson from Physics 


The point I now wish to examine is whether 
or not a sound philosophy of science will permit 
us to rest assured with a theory whose factors 
are unknown and perhaps unknowable. If we 
examine scientific method as practiced by the 
physicists, their superiority in ideals of caution, 
accuracy, and rigor will become obvious. The 
theory, or better, the theories of light can serve 
as a well known example. : 
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Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727) believed that 
light consists of small particles or corpuscles. 
This he believed chiefly on the basis that the 
corpuscular theory best explains the rectilinear 
propagation of light. In addition to this hypoth- 
esis, there also existed in Newton’s day a theory 
that considered light to be a wave motion of 
a fluid medium; but it took some juggling to 
make this theory suitable for rectilinear propa- 
gation. Newton did not approve of the juggling. 


Now, the corpuscular theory implies that the 
speed of light in water is greater than the speed 
of light in air. On the other hand, the wave 
theory of light implies that the speed of light 
in air is greater than the speed of light in 
water. Unfortunately there was no method, 
throughout the eighteenth century, by which 
the speed of light could be experimentally meas- 
ured. That is to say, the factors, to use Professor 
Thomson’s language, were unknown and unveri- 
fiable. But instead of blindly declaring one of 
these theories a fact despite the ignorance of 
the factors, the best scientific reaction during 
the first half of the nineteenth century was a 
search for some method of discovering the fact- 
ors. Eventually a method was invented and in 
1850 Leon Foucault performed the experiment. 
By this experiment Foucault determined that 
the speed of light is greater in air than in water. 


At this point Foucault showed a scientific 
caution that might still be emulated. He might 
have concluded that his experiment had dem- 
onstrated the wave theory. But he actually con- 
cluded that his experiment had refuted the 
corpuscular theory. The experiment makes the 
wave theory possible, and since no other theory 
had been suggested, scientists would naturally 
use the wave theory. Yet other theories then 
undreamed of might later be invented. These 
later theories might be better. Hence Foucault 
concluded only that the corpuscular theory is 
false and the wave theory is possible. And this 
conclusion came by attention to the mechanics, 
the modus operandi, the factors in the case. 


However, even Foucault’s caution was too 
bold. In 1902 another important experiment 
was conducted. If light is a wave motion, the 
intensity of light gradually diminishes as the 
source becomes more and more distant. This 
diminishing continuously approaches zero. But 
if light is corpuscular, another implication fol- 
lows. Suppose a metal plate is slowly made to 
recede from a source of light. If light is cor- 
puscular, fewer and fewer particles hit the plate. 
At a given distance only one particle will hit 
the plate. Beyond that distance the intensity 
will be zero. That is to say, instead of the in- 
tensity decreasing continuously to zero, it will 
decrease to one and then suddenly drop to zero. 
The experiment showed that the intensity actu- 
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ally drops suddenly from one to zero. There. 
fore light cannot be a wave motion; it must be 
corpuscular in spite of Foucault’s experiment 
which showed it could not be corpuscular, 


What is worse, this result is in contradiction to 


the fundamental laws of the electromagnetic 
field. 


Now, it is not my purpose to lecture on the 
physics of light, but rather to point up the 
philosophy of science. Proper scientific ideals 
require the scientist to consider the possibility 
of alternate hypotheses. He can never accept 
any hypothesis as final and beyond doubt. The 
results of science are never “assured”; they are 
tentative and subject to constant revision. It 
is even possible, as in this case of light, that the 
theories discarded a century ago, may return to 
favor in a somewhat altered form. And most 
pertinently for the present discussion on evolu- 
tion it must be insisted that the acceptance of 
a theory whose factors are unknown, not to 
say unknowable, is extremely bad science. 


At this point the evolutionists will undoubt- 
edly reply that the propagation of light is a fact 
whether or not we know its factors. To this I 
wish to make a shorter and a longer reply. 


First, the propagation of light is ordinarily 
regarded as a fact because and only because 
of very careful attention to the factors. - For 
centuries light was considered to be a non- 
propagated force, like gravitation, because no 
one was able to detect and measure its speed. 
It was indeed in Newton’s own lifetime that 
Roemer (1676) observed the differences in time 
between the near and far eclipses of Jupiter’s 
satellites and concluded that light has a finite 
velocity. Once again the acceptance of the theory 


came with a careful attention to the detailed 


factors. 
VI. Confusion of Terms. 


The second and longer reply to the assertion 
that evolution is a fact draws attention to the 
ambiguity of the term evolution. Evolution has 
two or more distinctly different meanings. The 
statement that evolution is a fact depends on 
this ambiguity. Dobzhansky (Genetics and the 
Origin of Species, p.--, 1951) defines evolution 
in four clauses, the first two of which are perti- 
nent to this argument. “The theory of evolu- 
tion asserts that (1) the beings now living 
have descended from different beings which lived 
in the past.”” This says nothing more than that 
we all had parents. If this is all that evolution 
means, and Howells also defines it merely as 
“descent with modification,” that is, if the word 
simply means that nature exhibits changes, or 
that different breeds of dogs and foxes have 
come into being, then for all colloquial pur- 
poses we can very well admit that’ evolution 
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is a fact. But such a view of evolution was not 
what Christians were protesting against when 
they attacked evolution; nor was it the view 
that the evolutionists were propagating when 
they provoked the protest. 


But if, on the other hand, the term evolu- 
tion designates an atheistic, non-supernatural, 
spontaneous development of simple life from in- 
animate matter and the rise of all present forms 
of life through a slow and_ gradual develop- 
ment from that simplest form, the declaration 
that evolution is a fact would lose its plausi- 
bility. Yet this is the view that is propagated. 
Dobzhansky does not put it into his definition, 
but in other places he asserts, as we have seen, 
that life actually sprang from inorganic matter. 


He rejects vitalism, rules out all teleology, and 


accepts the mechanistic hypothesis. He says 
explicitly that “the diversity [among organisms] 
has not arisen from a whim or caprice [or as 
we should say, from the sovereign choice and 
purpose] of some deity” (Evolution, Genetics, 
and Man, p. 20-21; Genetics and the Origin of 
Species, p.cg. This is evolution; but who could 
with intellectual honesty claim that this athe- 
istic view is a fact better substantiated than 
the tentative theories of light?* 


If a fair survey of the field of battle is to 
be made, the evolutionist must not be allowed 
to use one theory, a detailed mechanistic and 
atheistic theory, for his attack, and a different 
theory, a vague and general theory, for his 
defense. To ridicule Christians for denying ob- 
served change when in fact they are denying 
atheistic naturalism is a technique of propa- 
ganda, not science. Nor is it calm judgment 
to accuse Christians of denying actually observed 
changes when in fact they are questioning un- 
observed alleged changes and pointing out the 
limits of the evidence. 

Although Dobzhansky denies divine provi- 
dence without acknowledging his denial in the 
definition of evolution, his other clauses are 
more definite than the vague statement of clause 
one. He adds, “(2) the evolutionary changes 
were more or less gradual, so that if we could 
assemble all the individuals which have ever 
inhabited the earth, a fairly continuous array 
of forms would emerge.” | 


Since this notion of a gradual change and a 
continuous array is a part of the definition, 
this too must be a fact, if evolution is a fact. 
If “at present, an informed and reasonable per- 
son can hardly doubt the validity of the evolu- 
tion theory,” and if “the very rare exceptions 


*An evolutionist who explicitly accepts mech- 
anism cannot with good grace complain of 
being held to the standards of mechanistic 
science. 


SEPTEMBER 10. 1958 


prove only that some people have emotional 
biases” (tbid. p.11), then doubt as to the con- 
tinuity of the array is also subject to these 
strictures. 


_ What then are we to make of the doubts in- 
dicated in the following quotation from Richard 
Goldschmidt, The Material Basis of Evolution 
(pp. 6, 7). Attention is directed to the list of 
detailed factors with which the quotation ends. 
After stating that he “cannot agree with the 
viewpoint of the textbooks that the problem of 
evolution has been solved” Goldschmidt con- 
tinues, “This viewpoint . . .must take it for 
granted ... that all possible differences includ- 
ing the most complicated adaptations, have 
been slowly built up by the accumulation of 
such mutations. We shall try to show that 
this viewpoint does not suffice to explain the 
facts . . . I may challenge the adherents of the 
strictly Darwinian view . . . to try to explain 
the evolution of the following features by ac- 
cumulation and selection of small mutants: hair 
in mammals, feathers in birds, segmentation 


of arthropods and vertebrates, the transforma- 


tion of the gill arches in phylogeny including 
the aortic arches, muscles, nerves, etc.” ‘Then 
for good measure Goldschmidt continues with 
thirteen other factors. 


Later (p. 210) he says, ‘““Thus we have been 
forced to assume large evolutionary steps... 
involving the whole system of the organism.” 
He mentions another scientist “who says that 
the change from one species to another must 
be in one or, at most, a few large steps, chang- 
ing many or all characters of the plant at once.” 


Now, if there is no continuous array of forms, 
and if the appearance of a new species occurs 
in one large step, involving the whole system 
of the organism, then, however Goldschmidt. 
himself might prefer it, and I am not implying 
that he would put it this way, it would seem that 
biology is much closer to the view of special 
creation than the original evolutionists like 
Hackel and Huxley would find comfortable. 
It was for such reasons as these that I said above 
that the special acts of creation listed in Genesis 
are much fewer than the actual status of biology 
seems to require. 


In conversation a botanist friend of mine 
expressed the conclusion that quite aside from 
animals it was impossible to believe that all 
plants had evolved from a single original form. 
Before geology had made as much progress as 
it now has, it was possible to hope, my friend 
said, that the gaps would be filled up by later 
discoveries; but now the examination of strata 
has been so extensive that a discovery of the 


many necessary intermediate forms seems quite 


unlikely. 
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In conclusion, what is the outcome of this 
century-old battle? It is true that the defenders 
of divine creation made a number of unfor- 
tunate blunders; but it is also true that the 
evolutionary theory has not emerged unscathed. 
The evolution that Christianity attacked, the 
theory that brings life out of matter without 
divine intervention, is still a theory without 
evidence and not a fact with which science may 
rest assured. 


Perhaps the evolutionists have not retreated 
under the pressure of theological attack; but 
the weight of scientific evidence itself, the de. 
tailed factors, the insoluble problems, and above 
all the rigor of a sound philosophy of science 
have forced admissions that may be said at least 
to border on special creation. ‘This is no doubt 
as much as can be expected from purely scien- 
tific methodology. 


The Flood’s Warning The World 


By George S. Lauderdale 


There was not only an increase in popula- 
tion but also an increase in sin before the flood. 
Jesus Christ declared that the days before His 
return to earth would be as the times before 
the flood. “They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark 
and the flood came, and destroyed them all.” 
Luke 17:27. 


Because they were fair, the women were very 
popular and even the sons of God took all 
the wives they chose. Marriage vows were dis- 
regarded, adultery became common and _ be- 
cause men in this way destroyed their homes, 
God sent the flood to destroy the corrupt society. 
Our nation cannot stand if the same sins are 
not checked. 


The Christian’s wife must love the Lord. 
Beauty soon fades, and a man who has married 
a wicked woman solely because of her beauty 
soon realizes that he has played the fool. “Lust 
not after her (an evil woman’s) beauty in 
thine heart; neither let her take thee with 
her eyelids.”” Proverbs 6:25. 


World-Wide Sin 


As today, men were strong before the flood. 
“There were giants in the earth in those days; 
and also after that, when the sons of God 
came in unto the daughters of men, and they 


bare children to them, the same became mighty 


men of old, men of renown.” Genesis 6:4. But 
notice that even these giants did not have 
the strength to withstand God’s decree that 
man’s days would be one hundred and twenty 
years. Nor will men of our age who have 
shown extraordinary wisdom and power in 
many inventions be able to stand in the ap- 
proaching day of judgment. 


“The ungodly shall not stand in the judg- 
ment.” Psalm 1:5. They never have! They 
did not stand in Noah’s day. They did not 
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stand in Sodom and Gomorrah. God remained 
holy although men became wicked; we are grate- 
ful that He is still holy and that to all eternity 
He will not change. 


No Sin Excusable 


Particularly grievous to God was this: man 
was walking on God’s earth, breathing God’s 
air, eating food which He had provided, but 
yet had put God out of His thoughts, had 
yielded to Satan and filled his mind with sin. 
“And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually.”” Genesis 6:5. The only way that a 
man could have the right to sin would be by 


his creating for himself a new planet and 


space to put it in, and then transport himself 
to that planet. 


Man cannot do that and even if he could, he 
would still be sinning because God intended 
for men to live holy lives. Christ said that a 


certain vineyard owner rented his vineyard and 
departed on a long trip, sending servants at 


the proper time to get part of the fruit. The 
tenants beat the servants and sent them away 
empty. Imagine such wickedness; on the lord’s 
property they not only humiliated his servants, 
but they later killed his son! 


Sin Can Be Pardoned 


There is nothing noble about rebellion 
against God. Sinners are as traitors and spies 
who seek the destruction of a government even 
while they enjoy the benefits of living under it. 
The men who sinned on earth before the flood 
and those who sin now are without excuse. 
“And it repented the Lord that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 
heart.” 


It would be better for a sinner if he had 
never been born than for him to rebel against 
God and give himself to the devil. That is 
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recisely what Christ said to Judas Iscariot. God 

shrinks at the thought of a man’s being cast 
into hell. God says that it would be better 
never to have existed than to sin and endure 
its fearful consequences. O sinner, get on your 
knees right now and repent of sin. Call on God 
to save you through Jesus Christ. If you will 
not be what God wants you to be, you will 
regret your ever having been! 


Facts From the Fields 


Back to the Bible broadcasts into France now 


get a response of over 600 letters a month. 


Richard Wolff reports also, “Our work in the 


realm of literature has been greatly used of 


| the Lord.” 


A news letter from the Carver Bible Institute 
in Atlanta, Georgia, says, “The Bible Corres- 
pondence Courses sent out by this Institute are 
being honored in special ways by God. Some of 
these special blessings are, increased effective- 
ness among Moslems in Africa, increasing num- 
bers of students in districts not being cared for 
by missionaries, and in the constant growth 
in Bible knowledge and faith in schools in 
heathen lands. Church leaders and teachers are 
also helped here in our own deep South.” 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 28 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Judgment nd Justice 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 37:1-11 


Background Scripture: Amos 7:7-9 Isaiah 1:10-20; Micah 2:1-3; 6-8; Matthew 7:15-27; 25:31-46 


We naturally think of judgment and justice as belonging together. We know that the Judge of all 
the earth will execute judgment and his judgment will be just, according to truth and righteousness. 


Sometimes we are tempted to fret and worry because of the evil in the world. We wonder why 
God does not step in and put a stop to the work of these evildoers. We ask, Where is the God of 
Justice? Let us remember that “God does not settle all His accounts at the end of each month.” He 


waits for men to repent and change their ways. 
Noah preached for 120 years while building the 
ark. God is merciful, not willing that any should 
perish, but that they come to repentance. Jonah 
told the people of Nineveh that judgment was 
coming, their city would be destroyed in forty 
days. The people of Nineveh very wisely took 
warning and their city was spared. 


In Psalm 37 David is urging us to “fret not.” 
We are to trust in the Lord and do good. We 
are tO commit our way unto the Lord, trust 
in Him, knowing that He will bring it to pass. 
The wicked will be cut down and He shall 
bring forth thy righteousness as the light and 
thy judgment as the noonday. We are to rest 
in the Lord and wait patiently for Him. David 
lived in a day when the wicked seemed to 
prosper. The enemies of Israel beset them on 
every hand and David himself suffered much 
at the hands of jealous King Saul. God seemed 
to be delaying the execution of justice and 
David grew discouraged and asked the question, 
How long? How long will the wicked prosper 
and the righteous be trodden down? The book 
of Psalms is especially precious to perplexed and 
persecuted souls and David relates his experi- 
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ences and reactions so that we can profit by 
his experiences. We look down into the very 


heart of a good man who could not understand. 


How much it means to us! In times of sickness 
and trial and bereavement the Book of Psalms 
is a tower of strength. We find ourselves quot- 
ing from it, even as Jesus did on the cross. It 
is full of “cries from the depths” and questions 
which we wish to ask God. Let us cry in faith 
and trust when we cannot see or understand 
what it all means. Who has not cried out of 
the depth of a perplexed and bleeding heart? 
Who has not felt the assurance that comes from 
the 23rd or 27th, or 40th, or 12Ist Psalm? 


Not only do we feel this need in our personal 
life with its problems and trials and sorrows, 
but when we consider World Problems and con- 
ditions we need a Psalm like 37. When we 
see wicked nations flourish and apparently pros- 
per in their plans we are tempted to ask, Is 
God still on the throne? Will justice and judg- 
ment be executed? Some of us worry and fret 
about the spread of Communism and wonder 
what the end is going to be. Let us turn to a 
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Psalm like the one from which our Devotional 
Reading is taken and believe the promise that 
“the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall 
delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” 
It takes a strong faith and courage. We must 
wait on the Lord. The God of judgment and 
Justice has not forgotten His world. He is still 
on the throne. The wicked will be completely 
overthrown and the righteous will be in power. 
Psalm 37 is a tonic for a tired and discouraged 
soul, both in personal matters and in the per- 
plexing problems that face our world today. 
Justice and judgment surround the throne of 
God. Wicked men will be destroyed and the 
righteous will be exalted. Let us trust in the 
Lord and wait patiently for Him. He will bring 
it to pass. 


I. The Plumbline: Amos 7:7-9. 


The square, the plumbline, and the level are 
important for all those who build. The car- 
penter and stonemason dare not trust to their 
eyes. Every now and then he has to test the 
wall he is building. Amos has this vision of 
the Lord standing upon a wall with a plumb- 
line in His hand. He is testing His people 
Israel. Are they building straight and true? If 
not, then judgment is coming. 


We have a lesson here for builders of nations 
and for builders of character. How are we 
building in our nation? Are there crooked walls 
being constructed? The law of God is a good 
plumbline by which we may test and see. Are 
we building straight, noble characters. Let us 
examine our lives and see. One of the words 
used for sin is iniquity or crookedness. Sin 
twists everything out of shape. May we test our 
lives by the Law of God and the Life of our 
Lord. If we build according to these two 
‘“plumblines” we will have straight and noble 
lives. In the case of Israel the Lord found much 
crooked building and judgment had to come 
upon them. 


II, Worship must be from the Heart: 
Isaiah 1:1-20. 


Our worship of God must be more than form 
and ceremony: it must be real and from our 
very souls. In Jesus’ day the Pharisees were the 
hypocrites. —They wore a mask. They pretended 
to be very holy while their hearts were full of 
corruption. They went through all the forms of 
worship but their lives did not correspond to 
their prayers and fasting. 


Isaiah brings the same message to his people 
that Jesus brought to the religious leaders of 
His day. The righteousness of Israel was all 
on the outside. The people came to the temple, 
they brought their offerings, they prayed, but 
all was pretense. God hated their kind of wor- 
ship. He was weary with it. He said, Yea, when 
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ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your 
hands are full of blood. This is severe con- 
demnation, but deserved. All things are naked 
and open unto the eyes of the One we are 
worshipping. He looks at the heart. Their 
hearts were not right and so their many forms 
of worship counted for nought in His sight. 


The prophet tells them to correct this. Wash 
you, make you clean: put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 
learn to do well. Then He gives a glorious 
promise to them: Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord: though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
This is one of the most gracious promises in 
the Bible, but we must meet the condition— 
we must clean up all we can. We must be will- 
ing and obedient. We must not pretend, but 
be in earnest. The sincere seeker will find. 
The sinner who comes to God with heart and 
soul will find a wonderful reception awaiting 
him, like the reception given the Prodigal Son, 
but we must “come to ourselves” and turn to 
God with our whole hearts. 


This is a lesson we should all learn. It 1s 
so easy to go through the forms of worship 
without our hearts being in it: to pray, or give, 
or attend the services of the house of God, and 
be far away in our hearts and lives. Watch out 
for formalism! It is so easy to be a Pharisee. 


Ill. Planned Evils Micah 2:1-3; 6-8. 


There is a difference between planned evil 
and sin which comes upon us unawares. In 
our courts the sentence is much heavier where 
there has been premeditated crime. If a mur- 
derer has planned for days and nights and then 
commits his deed, the punishment is greater 
than it would be if he killed in a sudden burst 
of anger. So Micah says, Woe to them that 
devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds: 
when the morning is light they practice it 
... they covet fields and take them by violence, 
like Ahab and Jezebel and the vineyard of 
Naboth. 


-In our day we have those who plan to rob a 

bank. They study carefully every detail, they 
take months, perhaps, to perfect their plans. 
God deals heavily with all such planned evil. 


IV. Tests are Coming: Matthew 7:15-27. 
How can we tell the false from the true? 


Jesus gives several tests. There are true prophets 


and there are false prophets. How can we tell 
the difference? Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. How can I tell the difference between 
a good apple tree and a bad one? They may 
be equally healthy and beautiful in blossom. 
I will know when the apples come! So with 
false prophets. 
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The test of saying or doing. Here is a friend 
who says, let me know if I can do anything. 
You let him know. Will he do it, or not? We 
come to God and promise Him certain things, 
but do not keep our promise. There are many 
who say Lord, Lord, but do not do. We must 
be doers of the word as well as hearers. 


There is the fowndation test. Are we build- 
ing on a rock or on the sand? The storm will 
make the difference. A house without a foun- 
dation will stand as long as there is no wind 
or rain, but when the rain descends and the 
floods come, then the house built on the sand 
will fall while the house built on the rock will 
stand. Are we sure of the foundation? Have we 
built on the Rock? On Christ the Solid Rock 


~I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. Let 


these solemn warnings of Jesus sink deeply into 
our hearts. May God give us grace to stand the 
tests! 


V. Sins of Omission: Matthew 25:31-46. 


We often hear it said of a man, ‘He never 


did anyone any harm.” This is only a part of 
life. Jesus went about doing good. Are we 
like Him? It is not enough to live a negative 
life: we must do good. 


This judgment scene is a very familiar one. 
It is not a complete picture I am sure, but 
stresses one particular phase of judgment as 
we see in the contrasted phrases: Inasmuch 
as ye did it, and inasmuch as ye did it not. 
Are we actively doing the good things which 
are mentioned in these verses? Or are we doing 
nothing? Christ was busy ministering to the 
needs of men. He has sent us into the world 
to represent Him, and says that when we min- 


ister to others we do it to Him. He expects us 


to carry on His work in the world. 


I feel sure that the needs mentioned here are 
not only physical, but spiritual. Jesus never 
stopped with the body. ‘There are hungry souls, 
and captive souls and sick souls and we must, 
as He always did, reach for the sin-sick and 
needy souls in the world. Remember we are 
doing it to Him! 


YOUNG PEOP 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 28: 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


God Shed His Grace 


Scripture: Luke 12:15-21 and 42-48 


Suggested Hymns: 


“God of Our Father, Whose Almighty Hand” 
“America the Beautiful” 
“Seal Us, O Holy Spirit” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The land in which we live is indeed a land 
on which God has shed His grace in abundance. 
Never before have so many been so richly 
blessed in so many ways. In thinking of our 
blessings we must be mindful of our material 
prosperity. It is true that there are poor people 
in our land, but they are not as poor as they 
are in other places, nor are they so numerous. 
By every standard of comparison, our country 
is materially rich. We have the blessings of 
freedom and dignity which cannot be measured 
in dollars and cents. We have freedom to work, 
to speak, to write, to worship, to disagree with 
the government ... . even the freedom to choose 
our governing officials. There is much talk of 
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discrimination in America... and there 1s too 
much of it... but human life and dignity are 
held in higher regard here than anywhere else 
in the world. This is a blessing of God for 
which we should be even more thankful than 
for our material riches. We also have the bless- 
ings of education in America. Every young 
person has an opportunity to receive at least a 
high school education. It has been said that any 
young person who really wants it, can receive 
a college education. He may have to work hard 
and make some sacrifices, but he can go to 
college if he wants to. These are just a few of 
the evidences that God has shed His grace on 


us aS a nation. 


A principle which we must ever recognize 
is that privileges bring responsibilities. The 
Bible says this very thing in these words, “Unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall much 
be required.” There is no question that much 
has been given to us in America, and we must 
accept the fact that much is also required of 
us. What are some of the responsibilities which 
accompany the blessings which we have received? 
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First Speaker: 


We are responsible, first of all, for recognizing 
God as the author and giver of all the blessings 
which we enjoy. So many of us are tempted 
to attribute our blessings to some vague thing 
called the “American Genius” or the “American 
Way of Life.” The American way of life is 
what it is because God has made it that way. 
The men who founded our country depended 
on God for wisdom and guidance, and God 
honored their faith by blessing our nation rich- 
ly. We are blessed as we are because they had 
the wisdom to rely on God to bless us. 


Recognizing God as the one from Whom all 
blessings flow, we should not fail to praise Him 
and give Him thanks. We can be glad that our 
nation officially designates a day of Thanks- 
giving, but Americans have so much to be grate- 
ful for that every day should be a thanksgiving 
day. | 


Second Speaker: 


We are not only responsible for recognizing 
God as the source of the grace which we re- 
ceive and for the giving of thanks, but we are 
responsible for sharing our blessings. It is doubt- 
ful if our words of thanks can be sincere unless 
we are willing and anxious to share our blessings 
with others. It is certain that we cannot take 
our material blessings into the grave with us 
when we die. A wealthy old man testified to 
the fact that he received far more satisfaction 
from what he had given away than from what 
he kept for himself. The Bible says, “A man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.”” We are actually dishonor- 
ing God the giver, if we hoard up and gloat 
over the things he has given us. 


We owe it to God and to ourselves to share 
our riches, and it is not difficult to find those 
with whom we can share. More than half of 
the people in the world will go to sleep hungry 
tonight. Most of them are ill clothed, and 
many are sick. Many do not have decent shelter. 
They have no jobs, no education, and little 
hope. Our church has an efficient relief organi- 
zation prepared to meet their needs. The or- 
ganization only awaits the generosity of church 
members who are willing to serve God through 
the ministry of sharing. 


Third Speaker: 


We honor God when we recognize Him as 
the “giver of every good and perfect gift,” we 
honor Him when we give thanks with our lips, 
and we honor Him when we share our riches. 
These things are good and necessary, but they 
are not all of our responsibility. We are re- 
sponsible to God for the use we make of all 
of His blessings. We are responsible for making 
_ the very best use of our educational oppor- 
tunities. We owe it to God to be good students. 
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We owe it to God to be taithtul in our jobs. 
We owe it to Him to be careful . . . and never 
wasteful . . . in spending money. We owe it 
to God to make good use of the freedom He 
has given us.- We are responsible for being loyal, 
intelligent citizens of our nation and community. 
Of course, we owe it to God to be faithful in 
our worship of Him and our support of the 
church. 


Someone may object that all these responsi- 
bilities take the joy out of the blessings which 
we have as Americans. The fact is, however, 
that we cannot fully enjoy the blessings until 
we are ready to accept the responsibilities. We 
do not really appreciate the riches of God’s grace 
until we become gracious toward God and man. 


For the closing prayer you may sing the last 
stanza of “America.” 


Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


‘Teenagers, somewhere I have seen some verses, 
each one ending with the line: “I wish I was 
the boy my mother thinks I am”. They are 
supposed to reflect a fellow’s sad discovery that 
he has fallen _— of the high standard his 
mother fixed for him. And his sadness is mixed 


with the fear that his mother might make the 


same discovery. Mother is the last one to believe 
the evidence against him—if indeed she will 
believe it at all. Some years ago a poor fellow 
in this state was condemned to the electric 
chair. He had committed an atrocious crime, 
according to the evidence, but he denied it. 
His lawyers made a brave fight to save him, and 
some friends put up the money to finance his 
defense in court; but the evidence was con- 
clusive, and the jury took only a brief hour to 
adjudge him guilty. One by one his friends 
gave him up. A few were willing to help him 
finance an appeal to a higher court; but the 
young fellow broke down and confessed his 
guilt. Then all deserted him but one. That. 
one was his mother. She still believed in her 
boy; she could not believe him capable of such 
a crime. It was so far below what she expected 
of him. But the court had decreed, and the only 
thing she could hope for was to secure a com- 
mutation to a life sentence. She never ceased | 
her efforts until she got that much for him. 
He may make a model prisoner, and possibly 
one day be pardoned; but he can never live his 
life as a whole as his mother had planned 


expected of him. 


There was a time back in the early days of 
that boy’s life when a very small decision 
would have most likely turned the course of 
events, so that he could have fulfilled his 
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mother’s expectations. Instead of being known 
as “No. 37,451” in the state pen, he might have 
been known by his name—the name his mother 
gave him—as a respected citizen of his com- 
munity. The turn of his career could have 
happened in one small moment, or in the action 
of a half-hour. It might have been on an after- 
noon when he made a choice between two kinds 
of companions for just that brief time. Smaller 
things than that have proved to be the hinge 
on which a life turned. I sometimes think that 
if at such a moment of decision a boy could 
think of his mother and, remembering her 
teachings, determine he will be true to them, it 
would be the means of changing his course for 
good. Not that such is the highest incentive. 
The highest is the desire to be what Jesus 
Christ wants and makes possible for a fellow 
to be. But the Lord often very largely operates 
for a boy’s or a girl’s guidance through a con- 
secrated mother’s devotion, which of course 
means a Christian mother. 


In the amber glow of a dying blaze 

I was dreaming dreams of other days, 
When there came to my lonely door 
A boy I’d seen somewhere before. 


Standing there in the twilight dim, 

He stared at me, and I at him, 

And I finally said, as he looked me through, 
“What, my son, can I do for you?” 


“I’m seeking a man”, the boy replied, 

“Who used to live where you reside; 

The name of this man is the name you bear, 
And neighbors of yours on this thoroughfare, 
When they learned of my quest, said they thought 
I’d find in you the man I sought; 

But those who gave me your address 

Knew you only by name, I guess, 

For I see that you—though you bear his name— 
And the man I seek are not the same. 

For this intrusion, Sir’, said he, 

“Please accept my apology”. 


And I saw the sadness in his face 

As he said good-bye and left the place. 
And wondering who this boy might be, 

A voice in my dreaming said to me, 

“That boy, old man, who came to your door— 
That boy was you in the days of yore, 
Living still in the afterglow 

Of the dreams he dreamed in the long ago. 
Your vanished youth came back to you 
To find the man of his dreams come true— 
His hopes betrayed, his dreams forgot; 

You were not the man that dreamer sought, 
For he was seeking, when he looked within, 
For that other man you might have been!” 


(Andrew R. Marker). 


WANTED—Director of Christian Education for 


church of 975 members. 915 enrolled in Church 
School. New, adequate, fully equipped plant. 
Bible centered program. Located in growing 
section of deep South town. If interested write 
Box 68, c/o Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. | 
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11. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


Child to Parent 


. Don’t spoil me. I know quite well that I 


ought not to have all I ask for. I am only 
testing you. 


. Don’t be afraid to be firm with me. I prefer 


it. It makes me feel more secure. 


Don’t let me form bad habits. I have to 
rely on you to detect them in the early 
stages. 


. Don’t make me feel smaller than I am. It 


only makes me behave stupidly “big.” 


. Don’t correct me in front of people if you 


can avoid it. J’ll take much more notice 
if you talk quietly with me in private. 


. Don’t protect me from consequences. I 


need to learn the painful way sometimes. 


Don’t take too much notice of my small 
ailments. I am quite capable of trading 
on them. 


Don’t nag. If you do, I shall have to protect 
myself by appearing deaf. 


Don’t make rash promises. Remember that 
I feel badly let down when promises are 
broken. 


Don’t forget that I cannot explain myself 
as well as I should like. That is why I am 
not always very accurate. 


Don’t tax my honesty too much. I am 
easily frightened into telling lies. 


Don’t be inconsistent. ‘That completely con- 
fuses me and makes me lose faith in you. 


Don’t put me off when I ask questions. If 
you do you will find I will stop asking and 
seek my information elsewhere. 


Don’t tell me my fears are silly. They are 
terribly real, and you can do much to re- 
assure me if you try to understand. 


Don’t neglect me; I do not want to be a 
delinquent. 


From ON AND OFF DUTY 


EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 


MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. SPARTANBURG, S. C. 
FR 6-1636 2-5067 
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NEWS 


Where Is Sunday? 


No matter what may be said to the contrary, 
our American life, for the best part of our 
history, centered on the Lord’s Day. Begin with 
1620 and the Pilgrims if you wish, and you 
will find that they set the tradition of Sunday 
as a day of rest and worship — at all costs. 
Who has not seen the pictures of these early 
settlers marching through wintry snows to church 
led by an armed guard against the perils of 
“savage enemies’? It was men and women of 
such holy purpose who fashioned our civil re- 
spect for God. We are their descendants but 
how differently we live. With the dawn of 
this century the enemies of our Lord’s Day 
came in like a flood, to change the whole char- 
acter of our nation’s life. The high level of 
Christian education, built up again strong and 


by evil forces, has by degrees been lowered until 
increasingly there is no Sunday of the American 


type left. The day is commercialized, debased 


to an opportunity to exploit deluded and ir. 
reverent people, a time of selfish pleasure in 
which God is allowed no place. So many people 


are killed on highways, beaches and in places — 


where drinking leads to murder that the day 
is a symbol of carnage in which the dead are 
counted over the radio or television. Israel suf- 
fered great judgment for violating the Sabbath 
and it is certain that we cannot enjoy the favor 
of God, our Creator and Redeemer, by refusing 
to recognize the divine order of His Sovereign 
rule for our salvation, welfare and_ personal 
well-being.— JOHN W. BRADBURY in The Watch- 
man-Examiner. 


ERRATA for 1958 General Assembly Minutes 


Those who have copies of the Minutes of the 
98th session of the General Assembly are author- 
ized and requested to make the following cor- 
rections: 


A. See list printed on page 291, Part II. 
B. To this list add the following: 


Part I 


page 46, paragraph 4. Add “Methodist” end of 
first line. 


page 658, 6th line from bottom. Change middle 
initial Mrs. Ragland from “L” to “S”. 


page 91, 6th line from bottom. Change “VERY” 
to “EVERY.” 


page 184, 13th line from bottom. 
from “breakly.”’ 


Delete “‘ly”’ 


page 227, 8th line from bottom. Delete “until 
and.” 
Part II 
page 53, line 65. Amount in column 28 should 
be $18,936. 


page 138, line 14. Annadale should be Annandale. 


page 264, Scarlett, Frank M., Jr. 
P. O. should be Fort Valley, Georgia. 


page 276, Lindenerger should be Lindenberger. 


page 279, McCutehen, Mrs. L. M., should be 
McCutchen. 


E. C. Scott, 
Stated Clerk 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Montreat — The eighteenth annual Ministers’ 
Wives’ Forum met at Montreat, N. C., August 
19-21. Mrs. Herman Dillard, Abbeville, S. C., 
presided at the Forum; and Mrs. William Stewart, 
Tallahassee, Fla., introduced the theme for the 
series of meetings: “Turn On the Light.” 


Guest speakers were Dr. Paul Garber, Agnes 
Scott College, Dr. Julian Price Love, Louisville 
Seminary, and Mrs. E. L. Secrest, former Synod- 
ical president, Atlanta, Ga. Their messages were 
both informative and challenging. : 


Worship leaders were Mrs. Van Arnold, Green- 
wood, Miss., Mrs. Tom Davis, Greenville, N. C., and 
Mrs. Joe Gettys, Clinton, S. C 3 


The ministers’ wives were graciously enter- 
tained with a tea at the home of the president, 
Mrs. Dillard, on Wednesday, August 20. 


Officers elected for a one-year term were Mrs. 
Herman Dillard, Abbeville, S. C., president; Mrs. 
Tenney Deane, Safety Harbor, Fla., vice-president; 
Mrs. Frank Scarlett, Jr., Fort Valley, Ga., secre- 
tary; Mrs. Wylie Hogue, Clemson, S. C., treasurer 
and social chairman; and Mrs. Z. T. Piephoff, 
Graham, N. C., historian. 


Maxton — President Louis C. LaMotte returns 
this week to his post at Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege after having conducted a study tour of the 
Middle East in conjunction with Lafayette Col- 
lege, for the past six weeks. Dr. LaMotte left 
Maxton on July 4th and emplaned from New 
York City two days later. Since leaving the States, 
Dr. LaMotte has toured places of historic and 
Biblical interest in Greece, Turkey, Egypt, Leba- 
non and Jordan. The group of eleven persons 
which began the tour were led in a study con- 
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sisting of two courses, ‘Social, Political, and Eco- 
nomic Problems of the Middle East” and “Back- 


' ground to Middle East Civilization.” Highlights of 


the tour were visits in Cairo, Egypt and a signifi- 
cant side —e following the path of the ancient 
Hebrews as they fled from the bondage of Pharaoh 
and made their way to the Promised Land. Another 
highlight was an extended visit in and around the 
Holy Land. The tour officially ended in Cairo 
on August 17 after an experience of outstanding 
significance to each member of the party. 


MEN OF MECKLENBURG PRESBYTERY 
TO MEET | 


The fall Rally for the Men of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery will be held in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Albemarle,.N. C., on Tuesday evening 
September 16. Registration will be at 7:00 o’clock 
and supper will be served at 7:30 P. M. There 
will be an election of officers and their installa- 
tion at that meeting. Mr. Phil Howerton, an 
Elder of the First Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, 
and Moderator of the General Assembly, will be 
the speaker for the occasion. 


GEORGIA 
COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Mr. Philip F. Howerton, Moderator of the Gen- . 


eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
will be the speaker at the opening exercises of 
the school year at Columbia Theological Seminary. 
The service at which Mr. Howerton will speak will 
be held at the Decatur Presbyterian Church on 
Thursday evening, September 18, at 8:00 o’clock. 
It is expected that more than seventy members 
of the incoming class at the seminary will assume 
the obligations of seminary students and thus 
enter upon their seminary life in connection with 
these exercises. An Orientation Program for new 
students will be held September 15-18, and classes 
will meet for the first time on the morning of 
September 19. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — Presbyterian College points to the 
opening of its 78th session on September 8 with 
a final flourish of summer improvements and its 
longest waiting list of applicants in history. 


Completion of the new $250,000 student center 
represents the biggest change on the campus land- 
scape. But college maintenance crews under Plant 
Superintendent O. F. Beatty have been busy 
throughout the summer months renovating exist- 
ing facilities and making improvements geared to 
the general comfort of the student body. 


Business Manager S. Edward Campbell said that 
all dormitories have had their floors reworked 
and new furniture added. Smythe Dormitory, 
largest on campus with a 144 capacity, has been 
remodeled throughout much of its interior. Class- 
room floors in Neville Hall also received refinish- 
ing work, while LeRoy Springs Gymnasium and 
the Jacobs Science Hall were given a sprucing up 
of exteriors. The addition of new pressure reduc- 


ing systems, meanwhile, is designed to improve 


heating to all buildings including faculty homes. 
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Two large parking areas, now under construction, 


will provide space for more than 150 automobiles — 


and will eliminate parking on the one-way avenues 
leading to and from the center of the campus. 
One is located behind Spencer Dormitory and the 
other behind Bailey Hall dormitory. Grading work 
is being done through the office of County Super- 
visor Bennie Blakely. 


The City of Clinton is cooperating toward im- 
proving the drainage from PC’s indoor swimming 
pool. Campbell pointed out the college had pur- 
chased drainage pipe, and city workers laid it. 


Irwin Montgomery, formerly of Greenville, is 
joining the Presbyterian College staff as director 
of student activities, President Marshall W. Brown 
announced today. 


When he assumes this position at the start of 
the fall semester on September 8, his duties will 
include the supervision of PC’s new $250,000 
student center and the direction of the intra-mural 
sports program. He also will cooperate in various 
activities sponsored by the Student Christian As- 
sociation. 


Montgomery comes to Presbyterian College with 
a background of experience in Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association work. He served for two years as 
program secretary of the Culver Palms YMCA in 
Culver City, Calif., before returning to South 
Carolina. 


A native of Greenville, Montgomery attended 
Greenville High School and Clemson College prior 
to entering YMCA work. He is married to the 
former Miss Carolyn Outz of Columbia, and they 
have a young daughter. The new PC staff mem- 
ber is a Presbyterian, and his mother serves as a 
matron at Thornwell Orphanage. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson — New appointments to the Belhaven 
College faculty for the upcoming seventy-fifth an- 
niversary term have been announced by Dr. Mc- 
Ferran Crowe, Belhaven’s president. 


Rev. Norman Harper joins the faculty as chair- 
man of the Bible department. Harper is a graduate 
of Columbia Theological Seminary and got both 
his bachelor and master of arts in education from 
Mississippi College. He serves the Wyndale Pres- 


byterian Church in Terry, Miss., as pastor. Before 


he was called to the ministry, Harper taught at 
French Camp Academy in Mississippi and was 
high school principal at Brandon, Miss. 


Coming to Belhaven as an assistant professor 
in the Bible department is Rev. John Newton, a 
native of Georgia. Newton has been pastor of 
the Smyrna Presbyterian Church of Conyers, Ga., 
since his graduation from Columbia Theological 
Seminary in 1956. He has completed his class work 
for a master of theology degree from Columbia 
in the field of church history and also did advanced 
work at Candler School of Theology at Emory 
University. His undergraduate work was taken at 
Georgia Institute of Technology. 


In the history department, Lamar B. Neal has 
been appointed an assistant professor of history 
and political science. He received both bachelor 
and master’s degrees from Mississippi State, and 
has completed work for his doctorate from Tulane 
University. He was an instructor both at State 
and Tulane. 


Dr. Calvin George Seerveld will be Belhaven’s 
new English department chairman when he returns 
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this fall from the Free University of Amsterdam 
where he has been getting his doctorate. He re- 
ceived his bachelor of arts from Calvin College 
and his master’s degree from the University of 
Michigan. 


Added to the part-time faculty, Dr. James Wel- 
lington Ward will be professor of biology. Dr. 
Ward teaches at the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center also. He has studied at the Uni- 
versity of Alabama, Mississippi State and the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. 


Mrs. Ann Gookin this fall will head the depart- 
ment of physical education for women and will 
be Belhaven’s social director. New hostesses for 


the dormitories include Mrs. Owen Williams and 


Mrs. Mary Walker. 


William C. McLain, formerly plant superin- 
tendent at Belhaven, has been promoted to business 
manager. 


iA 


CAN YOU TELL ME? Compiled by C. L. Barker. 
ureenwich. $2.50. 


Here is an entertaining book that will afford 
pleasure and profit to you. It has been prepared 
by a man of wide experience who has interspersed 
his queries with delightful witticisms. For years 
it has been the author’s avocation to collect fas- 
cinating oddities of information. He knows from 
experience just what solid fun they can offer for 
hours of reading. This volume contains more than 
300 queries covering all manner of subjects but 
emphasizing animal and plant life. Some of these 
questions are tricky, others are in the form of 
riddles, but most of them merely require basic 
knowledge of the world around us. They have an 
educational value for youngsters. 


PEDIGREED SOULS. Marie L. Reid. Green- 
wich. $2.50. 


Pedigreed Souls is an attempt to portray the 
spiritual application of God’s dealings and leadings 
of his chosen people, the children of Israel from 
Egypt to the Promised Land in connection with 
the spiritual life of Christians today. It en.pha- 
sizes his instructions through Moses with the com- 
mandment to see that he did all things according 
to the pattern shown him in the Mount. The 
author shows in positive language the vital differ- 
ence between living in the flesh with this guilt 
and shame and living as a pedigreed soul conse- 
crated to Christ — living in the joy and certain 
knowledge of the Lamb of God. 


; SCRIPTURE STUDIES. Alta King. Greenwich. 
2.50. 


This book is characterized by weak and inade- 
quate Christology. It conceives of Christ as a 
created being rather than the Creator. The book 
therefore is unreliable and we would not recom- 
mend it to our readers. 

—J.R.R. 
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TIME’S NOBLEST NAME. Charles J. Rolls. 
Zondervan. $2.95. 


Dr. Rolls in his third volume on the titles of 
Christ has again raised the curtain on the mag. 
nificent panorama of the personality of Christ, 
He includes among the titles here the Leader, the 
Lamb of God, the Ladder, the Man of Sorrows, 


the Mediator, etc. 


This volume shows the unlimited resources of 
the incomparable Christ. To read this book is to 
receive spiritual insight and blessing from this 
reverent description of the Saviour. 


COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. Charles J. Ellicott. Zonder- 
van. $3.50. 


Ellicott’s Thessalonians is a very able critical 
commentary. His treatment of the second chapter 
of II Thessalonians is superb. This work is scholar- 
ly and stimulating and provides good exegetical 
helps. This notable volume has remained a stan- 
dard work for a number of years and will doubt- 
less prove valuable for years to come as an ex- 
positor’s tool. 


THE ORIGIN AND TRANSMISSION OF THE 
S150 TESTAMENT. L. D. Twilley. Eerdman’s. 


The purpose of this book is two-fold. First, to 
give a brief outline of the early days of the church 
as portrayed in the New Testament and indicate 
within that history the points at which the various 
New Testament books were written. Second, to 
show how these books have been transmitted 
through the centuries down to our own day. The 
volume helps toward a clearer understanding of 
the circumstances behind the writing and trans- 
mission of the New Testament books and leads 
the reader to larger and far more adequate works. 
The author has exceptional ability in making com- 
plicated subjects clear and plain. - 


J. Philip Hyatt. Abingdon Press. 


Beginning with the role of the prophets, Dr. 
Hyatt discusses the life and times of Jeremiah— 
the period of the fall of Judah, an era of transi- 
tion and crisis for the Hebrews. Jeremiah is pic- 
tured as a warm personality standing up against 
heavy opposition to serve as a representative of 
God before his fellowmen. The author asserts that 
tenderness of feeling, courage and hope charac- 
terized his life far more than despair or pessimism. 
This book has been written to help the reader 
make the acquaintance of one of the most impor- 
tant characters in the Bible. This volume con- 
tains a number of interesting insights but it 
should be pointed out that the author accepts a 
number of the higher critical views of the Bible 
and is therefore not written from the conservative 
viewpoint. The author is professor of Old Testa- 
ment in Vanderbilt University. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
ollege of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FO 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 


Fali Session Begins 
September 6, 1958 


Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxten Carolina 
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Recommend The Journal To Friends 


BABYLON AND THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Andre Parrot. Philosophical Library. $2.75. 


Despite the fact that nothing remains of Babylon 
except ruins, archaeologists have been able to 
trace from these ruins the sites of many of the 
important buildings in this great city. Professor 
Parrot opens with the story of Babylonian archae- 
ology, describing the palaces, the temples, the cita- 
dels and walls which were found there. The 
second section gives an account of the history 
and civilization of this mighty empire as revealed 
by archaeological sources and relates it to what 
the Old Testament tells us about the relations 
between Babylon and the Jewish people. | 


A GALAXY OF SAINTS. Herbert T. Stevenson. 
Fleming H. Revell. $2.50. ? 


The presupposition of this book is that the Bible 
is a book about people—men and women and their 
relationship to God. This is not by any means all 
of the Bible but it does constitute a large seg- 
ment. Because of this fact the author believes 
that Christians should know more about the char- 
acters of the Bible than their names. He points 
out that some of the lesser-known men and women 
of the Bible have been an inspiration to our high 


calling in Christ and we should know them better. 


The volume is divided into three parts. The 
first discusses nine Old Testament “lesser lights.” 
The second part portrays some of the lesser-known 
apostles and companions of Christ. Part three 
delineates some New Testament saints. The last 
chapter in part 3 is entitled “Paul’s Portrait Gal- 


lery.”’ | 


Closing the chapter on “Paul’s Portrait Gallery” 
the author remarks “These glimpses of the folk 
who made up representative assemblies of the 
early church bring to us anew the apostolic stan- 
dard of values. Social distinctions disappear—or 
should do so—in the fellowship of saints; the 
spiritual relationship and service are seen to be 
the things of abiding worth. Few can aspire to a 
place among those whom the world calls great or 
the church esteems as its prophets and seers; but 
the ‘lesser lights’ have inestimable privilege and 
unbounded possibilities—and an assured place 
among the most exalted of the sons of men, when 
the Lord shall gather his saints, to be with him 
forever.” 


This volume is free from dullness and gives 
many fresh insights into the characters discussed. 


UNDERSTANDING GRIEF. Edgar N. Jackson. 
Abingdon Press. $3.50. 


_Sir Edward Bulwer-Lytton has written, “If we 
dig but deep enough, under all earth runs water, 
under all life runs grief.’’ This is most true. For 
man that is born of a woman is of few days and 
full of trouble. This book is written to aid the 
minister and counsellor in discovering new ways 
to help those in trouble, especially from grief, to 
make the necessary adjustments in life. 


In seeking for a definition of grief, the author 
makes it clear that he is not dealing with mild 
sorrow or mere personal disappointment, though 
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' the word “grief”? is sometimes attached to such 


states. He is thinking of grief as a more specific 
and intense form of sorrow that is related to 
the loss by death of one who is dearly loved. Ac- 
cording to this volume grief is essentially the emo- 
tional and related reactions that occur at the 
time of and following the loss by death of an 
important person in the emotional life of an in- 
dividual who has reached the state of development 
where he has the capacity for object-love. Grief 
is the emotion that is involved in the work of 
mourning whereby a person seeks to disengage 
himself from the demanding relationship that has 
existed and to reinvest his emotional capital in 
new and productive directions for the health and 
welfare of his future life in society. 


With the skillful use of case material, the author 
discusses the role of pastor as counsellor. He 


-shows how the grief-stricken may be restored to 


useful living and responsive communication with 
_— — sustained by a faith in the goodness of 
od. 


Mr. Jackson has some helpful suggestions for the 
minister in the conduct of funerals. He points 
out that the minister must never forget that his 
function at the funeral is to face the fullest reality 
of life in terms of the most daring faith the 
human mind can generate. 


The author has made many helpful suggestions 
for the minister in dealing with the ever recurring 
problem of grief. We wish that he could have 
been more explicit in differentiating between the 
funeral of a believer and of an unbeliever and 
how to tactfully give God’s plan of salvation to 


the unsaved who are present at the funeral service. 
—J.R.R. 


LIFE FROM ABOVE. John F. Holliday. Zon- 
dervan. $2.50. 


This volume has been written to present an 
exposition of the Biblical doctrine of Regeneration. 
The author discusses the nature of the new birth, 
the background of Biblical new birth, the New 
Testament synonyms for rebirth, the credentials 
of the reborn, and other such subjects dealing 
with this basic doctrine. 

The author confesses that from early childhood 


until he was over 16 years of age he never heard 
a single sermon or a Sunday School teacher refer 


to regeneration. Later having experienced the 


miracle of the birth from above and called into 
the ministry he determined that this fundamental 
truth would not have a secondary place in his 


ministry that it had obviously occupied in the 


preaching and teaching under which he had grown 
up. He believes that the most potent argument 


- for emphasizing the new birth is the imperative 


that was affixed to the doctrine by Christ himself. 
Christ taught that it is a “must’’ for every indi- 
vidual. 

Consideration of the issues involved in the con- 
flict between the exponents of Scriptural rebirth 
and proponents of baptismal regeneration has 
demonstrated the damage that can be done by 


misunderstanding this doctrine. The author is con- 


vincing when he says that this doctrine deserves 
much more attention than our generation is giving 


to it. 
—J.R.R. 
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